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Diwali (or Deepavali, the 

‘festival of lights’) is an 

ancient Hindu festival. It 

is celebrated annually in 

autumn in the northern 

hemisphere, or in spring in 

the southern hemisphere. 

Diwali celebrations include a 

dancing . The owners of the 

houses that are blessed give 

gifts, such as rice in return. 

Part of the money and food 

collected is given to charity 

or welfare groups, and with 

the rest of the money and 

food, they go for a picnic. 

Happy 

Diwali 

Date:  

Wednesday  2 November @ 11.30-

1.30 

 

Venue: Migrant Resource Centre 

Hall, 21 Haig St, Mowbray 

 

Program: 

11.30-12.30: Diwali Dance 

12.30-1.30: Lunch 

On 2 November, participants of Community Care Tasmania’s 

Bhutanese Community Connections program  invited more than 30 

people to join them for a light lunch to celebrate Diwali and to 

thank them for their help the and the hospitality they have 

extended to the group throughout the year. 

Sixteen community guests were able to attend the occasion and all 

greatly enjoyed attending and being part of the day. Some of those 

invited who were unable to attend expressed their appreciation of 

being asked.  

Along with wonderful prepared by group members of traditional 

Bhutanese food, the hall was decorated to capture the spiritual 

significance of Diwali. A table with fruit and incense, placed in the 

centre of the room for donations, provided the axis point for the 

dancing to circumnavigate, first by the women and then by the 

men. One of the guests, Babaji, yoga sadhu later placed a  

blessing on many of the participants and guests alike.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu_festival
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  Tasmanian Community Fund Vis i t  

Community Care Tas  Bhutanese Support Workers,-Khina & Bikash Acharaya 

  Diwal i  

Community Guests 
attending Diwali 

 

 Kevin & Thelma 
Kiel, Punchbowl 
Community 
Gardens & Crafty 
Corners 

 Shane 
Dennington, Duck 
Reach Historical 
Society  

 Chrissy Divona & 
Charmaine Pugh, 
Mount Esk 
Nursing Home 

 Hilary & Glen 
Parry, Crafty 
Corners 

 Ella Dixon & Sun 
Jolly MRC 

 Babaji, yoga 
sadhu & his son 
Daniel X from 
Derby  

 Ayla Vaughan, 
massage 
therapist 

 Ina Bakker & 
Karen Crisp, CCT 

 Sue & David 
Midgley 

 Leanne Arnott, 
UTAS 

 

 



Feedback from our guests 

Chrissy Divona and Charmaine Pugh from Mount Esk Nursing Home said that they felt very honoured to 

be invited to the Diwali lunch; Chrissy said she had personally found the visits by our groups to Mt Esk 

very spiritual and uplifting.  

Thelma and Kevin Kiel and Hilary and Glen Parry loved being part of the Diwali day and were going to 

give a talk about their experience at the Crafty Corners group at their next Friday morning session at 

the Punchbowl. 

Shane Dennington from Duck Reach Historical Society was delighted to attend and said he would love 

to have our group visit again next year, and to contact him if there was anything else he could do. 

Babaji and Ayla Vaughn both proposed the idea of having a joint yoga & massage day for the group in 

Derby. This is being considered for The CC December monthly excursion on Tuesday 13 December. 

Ella Dixon, Executive Director, of Migrant Resource Centre who attended the Dipwali lunch also visit-

ed Community Care Tasmania the following day with a number of other MRC staff. She is keen to have 

MRC staff visit the group once a month to keep them updated with information that may be of use to 

them. The first staff member to visit will be Senka Mujkic on Wednesday 16 November @ 11.am. She 

will talk to people about what is required to become an Australian citizenship. 
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  Diwal i  

 

Guests: L-R: Daniel, Babaji, Sue Midgely, Hilary & Glen Parry (Crafty Corners), Thelma Kiel (Crafty Corners) Shane 

Dennington (Duck Reach Historical Society), Kevin Kiel (Crafty Corners & Punchbowl Community Garden)  Leanne Arnott, 

UTAS, Sun Jolly (Migrant Resource Centre) 



From R-L: Support Worker Malati Chhetri, Mt Esk Volunteer Charmaine Pugh, Mt Esk Leisure & Life-
style Coordinator Christine Divona, Deo Acharya, Massage therapist Ayla Vaughan 
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  Diwal i  

Prem Bahadur Rai Amber Singh Kalikotey 
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  Diwal i  

A splendid array of traditional Bhutanese/ Nepali food prepared by the staff and participants of the Community Connections Program was enjoyed by 
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  Tasmanian Community Fund Vis i t  

L-R: Niru Chuwan , Bibha Rai, Deerpa Rai & Malati Chhetri 

  Diwal i  

L: Babaji applying Diwali blessing 


